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Local Report 
Sacramento Cadre 


In Sacramento, California, the 
capital city of the U.S. Empire’s larg- 
est state, the rich’s war against the 
poor reaches new heights. The City 
is mounting an aggressive campaign 
of sweeps and harassment against 
Sacramento’s 10,000 unhoused res- 
idents.! With the lifting of the Cali- 
fornia eviction moratorium on Sept. 
30, this number will only increase. 
Thousands of people will be unable to 
pay owed back rent. COVID (which 
reached 150,000 cases in a County of 
1.5 million) has completely disrupt- 
ed the lives and livelihoods of every 
working class person, yet landlords 
still expect us to pay full rent. Mean- 
while, housing prices skyrocket, Bay 
Area transplants flood the city, and 
gentrification accelerates, pushing all 
but a lucky class of white yuppies into 
the metro’s sprawling edges. 

The City knows what it is doing. Its 
behavior is beyond criminal; it is mur- 
derous. Politicians allow people to die 
on the streets — literally? — while they 
participate in a development rush the 
likes of which the City has not seen in 
decades. It’s impossible to miss: con- 
struction on every corner, hideous 
and expensive condos springing up 
like an invasive grass. Not a single one 
of these development projects will be 
allocated to the 10,000 people suffer- 
ing on the street. Under the capitalist 
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system, profit, rather than social need, 
determines what is built and what is 
not. 

Instead, the City offers useless 
half-measures, designed to give the 
appearance of doing something while 
actually doing nothing. The latest 
scheme, cooked up by the universal- 
ly despised Mayor Darrell Steinberg, 
is particularly dangerous. This $100 
million dollar plan, known as the 
“2021 Comprehensive Siting Plan 
to Address Homelessness,” is based 
upon the implementation of 20 “Pri- 
ority Sites” — basically a hodgepodge 
of different options, all of which fall 
short of actual housing. This includes 
Safe Grounds (basically a designated 
spot for tent camping; the one existing 
Safe Ground, on 6th and W, is a glori- 
fied parking lot), Safe Parking (same as 
Safe Ground but for vehicles), “Tiny 
Homes,” Emergency Shelter Facilities 
(large windowless buildings with 100 
beds), and Hotel Vouchers. Accord- 
ing to the report, these 20 sites will 
provide shelter for 3,600 people. The 
report is very careful not to promise 
“housing,” instead saying “shelter” or 
the very odd phrasing “beds, space and 
roofs.” Indeed, these “shelters” are far 
below the standards that most housed 
people would accept. The Sacramen- 
to Homeless Union has denounced 
the plan as akin to internment for un- 
housed people. 

The purpose of this initiative is 
clear: limiting unhoused folks to a 
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number of predetermined sites, so 
that the City can criminalize them in 
other spaces and “clean up” the city. 
It allows the City, quite literally, to 
control where unhoused people can 
and cannot exist. This move is a cal- 


culated response to Martin v. Boise, 
a 2018 Circuit Court ruling which 
deemed it unconstitutional to en- 
force ordinances prohibiting camping 
on public property unless unhoused 
residents are provided “meaningful 
alternatives.” This plan is the mean- 
ingful alternative. By implementing 
it, Steinberg and his goons now have 
every legal right to continue sweeping. 
Their siting plan report even admits 
this: “the lack of alternative to sleep- 
ing to camping on public property 
both perpetuates the status quo and 
limits the City’s ability to ensure such 
spaces are returned to their original, 
intended purpose” (emphasis ours). 
We should pay attention to this. May- 
or Steinberg has publicly declared his 
Comprehensive Siting Plan as a model 
that other cities can follow. This is the 
latest tactic in the war on the poor and 
the unhoused. 

The Party for Reclamation and Sur- 
vival condemns the disgusting behav- 
ior of the City of Sacramento and the 
State of California. Our cadre is active 
in the Sacramento area. Our goal is to 
feed our unhoused neighbors, provide 
for their material needs, and begin to 
assist them in the process of organiz- 
ing against the capitalist system. The 
automatic condition of living under 
capitalism is class war. We may not 
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always realize it, but the rich is always 
practicing class war against us — low- 
ering our wages, forcing us into debts, 
expanding the gig economy, evict- 
ing us, sweeping us, arresting us and 
killing us. We will fight back. We will 
not let the City sweep unhoused folks 
without resistance. Through our Red 
Aid service, operated through the 
name of “Sac Red Meals” (and with 
the help of many lovely volunteers), 
we have served food, drinks, and a va- 
riety of supplies at 8 different encamp- 
ments throughout the city. We have 
spoken with hundreds of unhoused 
residents. Every single one is a victim 
of the rich’s war against the poor; ev- 
ery single one deserves the dignity of 
stable living that the rest of us take for 
granted. 

At the time of writing, Caltrans is 
planning to sweep 9 additional en- 
campments. During Caltrans sweeps, 
people’s belongings are routinely 
crushed by bulldozers. In the near- 
by City of Modesto, a Caltrans bull- 
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dozer crushed an unhoused resident 
to death during a sweep.? Just last 
month, an unhoused resident was 
injured (though not killed) by a bull- 
dozer in Washington, D.C. Sweeping 
is an inhumane and violent practice. 
The cruelty is the point. Despite all 
of the City’s bragging about its so- 
phisticated network of “homeless re- 
sponse,” sweeps displace folks with no 
plan nor any care for where they will 
go. Sometimes they are swept literal- 
ly a block away — a ridiculous waste 
of time, energy, and funding, as well 
as an unnecessary and degrading trau- 
ma for those displaced. We at Sac Red 
Meals are saying to the people of Sac- 
ramento: Wake up! This is happen- 
ing in our city, on our watch, in our 
names. We must say no, collectively, 
to the degrading and violent sweeps 
practiced by the City and State. Truly, 
the City knows no other way to act. It 
is controlled by City Council ghouls 
and developers who care only for the 
its image and profitability. Even Katie 
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Valenzuela, supposed “progressive” 
city councilor, supports Steinberg’s 
siting plan. The only people who can 
fix this are ourselves. Join the struggle 
against sweeps, contact Sac Red Meals 
or The Party for Reclamation and 
Survival! 


From Desert to Oasis: 
China's Lessons in 
Reforestation 

Comrade Mai 


Few images are more evocative of 
climate apocalypse than worldwide 
desert. Films like Mad Max use de- 
sertification as a stand-in for societal 
collapse, tapping into our deep-seated 
understanding that water is life. Un- 
fortunately, the hoarding of water for 
profit is not fiction, but a long-stand- 
ing reality. In the U.S. settler-empire, 
control of water resources is but one 
aspect of the overall expropriation 
of Indigenous land for settler profit. 
The settler state uses water as it pleas- 
es — damming rivers for power, man- 
ufacturing lakes for recreation, and 
growing water-intensive crops with 
abandon. Capitalist activities in the 
so-called “American West” have pro- 
duced a 20-year drought, surpassing 
even the Dust Bowl (itself a famous 
example of desertification).’ Without 
intervention, this destructive pattern 
will only accelerate. The capitalists 
will gladly turn the entire planet to 
desert, as long as they can escape to 
somewhere green. 

The conversion of fertile lands into 
desert is known as desertification. 
This phenomenon is not only a phys- 
ical process, but an economic and 
social one. Environmental changes 
result from a variety of extractive ac- 
tivities, particularly logging and cattle 
grazing. Capitalist states allow deserti- 
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fication (and its analog, deforestation) 
to go unchecked, whether in neo-co- 
lonial Africa or the American South- 
west. The “anarchy of production” 
and the profit motive that guides it 
allows no consideration of long-term 
environmental costs. In contrast, the 
socialist mode of production allows 
for measured and concerted action to 
reverse climate change. In the People’s 
Republic of China, environmental- 
ism has been at the forefront of the 
Communist Party’s concerns, as sand- 
storms become more frequent and se- 
vere in the northern regions. In a 2019 
letter to the 7th Kubugi International 
Desert Forum, Comrade Xi Jinping 
wrote: 


Combating desertification is a great 
cause that bears on the sustainable 
development of mankind. Look- 
ing ahead, China is ready to work 
with all parties to pursue green 
development, lay the foundation 
for ecological progress, promote 
global environmental governance 
and protection, and make positive 
contributions to building a beauti- 
ful and clean world.’ 


What can we learn from China’s 
efforts to combat desertification? Un- 
like the empty words of capitalists, 
China’s green vision has meaning. 
In 2001, the Law on Desertification 
Control was promulgated, making 
China the first country in the world 
with an anti-desertification law. This 
is only the latest step in a long history 
of eco-socialist practice in China, dat- 
ing back to Comrade Mao Zedong’s 
afforestation campaigns of 1958. Un- 
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der the leadership of Deng Xiaoping, 
China expanded these efforts within 
the “Great Green Wall,” which com- 
prises some of the largest-scale shel- 
terbelt and reforestation projects in 
the world. The CPC, now under the 
leadership of Xi Jinping, continues to 
affirm the principle of “ecological civ- 
ilization.”> 

China entered a new phase of its an- 
ti-desertification program at the turn 
of the millennium. In the early 1990s, 
only a handful of sandstorms were re- 
corded each year in northern China, 
but by 2001 the number had increased 
to eighteen.* Even though Beijing lies 
several hundred miles from the des- 
ert, the city began to experience its 
own sandstorms in the late °90s. In 
response, the Chinese government 
inaugurated a new reforestation and 
afforestation program. 

Reforestation refers to the reclama- 
tion of relatively new desert, where 
forests have receded recently, where- 
as afforestation is the reclamation of 
old desert, where forests have been 
missing for centuries. Afforestation 
usually occurs in conjunction with 
reforestation: the latter reverses de- 
sertification in a particular area, while 
the former encroaches further into the 
desert, creating an artificial buffer. 

The Three-North Shelterbelt Pro- 
gram—colloquially known as the 
“Great Green Wall”—is responsible 
for the largest artificially-planted for- 
est in the world, covering “an area of 
4.06 million km2, up to 42% of the 
country’s total land area.”’ The main 
tool are “shelterbelts”: rows of trees 
or shrubs planted in such a manner 
as to provide shelter from the wind 
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and to protect soil from erosion. 
Shelterbelts now span the entirety of 
northern China. Established in 1978, 
the program aims to establish 35 mil- 
lion hectares of shelterbelt forests by 
2050. By then the forest cover in the 
Three-North Region (northeastern, 
northern, and northwestern China) 
will have increased from 5 to 14%. 
Under the program, the state convert- 
ed 4.33 million hectares of land (an 
area slightly larger than the country of 
Belgium) into a nature preserve, pro- 
viding protection from grazing and 
fire, then planted 400,000 hectares of 
forest by aerial seeding. 

The  Beijing-Tianjin Sandstorm 
Control Program began in 2000. 
Through this program, approximate- 
ly 2.6 million hectares of cropland 
have been converted into tree planta- 
tions in the Hunshandake region of 
Inner Mongolia (2000-2010), thus 
depriving the sandstorms of their ma- 
terial basis.° The project has built six 
ecological shelterbelts and forest belts 
in the provinces of Inner Mongolia, 
Shaanxi, Hebei, and Beijing, and re- 
turned more than 200 million hect- 
ares of farmland to forest/grassland 
nationwide. The program was able to 
mitigate carbon storage and nutrient 
depletion in the soil, making the land 
less susceptible to soil erosion. 

China’s ecological accomplish- 
ments demand the world’s attention, 
because they demonstrate that even 
ecosystems on the brink of collapse 
can be recovered. Wugi County, in 
China’s northwestern Shaanxi Prov- 
ince (home to the former CPC revo- 
lutionary base at Yan’an) has suffered 
some of the worst water and soil loss 
in China. Growing infertility threat- 
ened both animal and human life and 
nearly brought the area to total eco- 
logical collapse in the late 90s. In re- 
sponse, the Wuqi government became 
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a national vanguard for reforestation. 
In the past 22 years, the coverage rate 
of forests and grasslands in the county 
has increased from 19.2% in 1997 to 
72.9% in 2019.” 

When humans intervene in the plant 
ecosystem, however, we must take care 
not to upset nature’s delicate equi- 
librium. The planting of non-native 
species, for instance, may offer certain 
benefits for repelling desertification, 
but it also presents a risk of ecosystem 
disruption. Massive forestry projects 
such as the Great Green Wall require 
a massive influx of water, which may 
disrupt water cycles. In the semi-arid 
and arid regions of Inner Mongolia, 
newly planted trees often die from 
drought, and the precious ground- 
water resources of these regions have 
been exhausted. As eco-socialists, we 
must weigh these risks when interven- 
ing in natural ecological cycles. Sus- 
tainable intervention requires careful 
planning and meticulous execution. 

As Marxist-Leninists, it is our duty, 
at every turn, to emphasize the natu- 
ral connection between environmen- 
talism and economic development, 
which bourgeois naysayers claim to be 
in irreconcilable opposition. As Com- 
rade Xi has stressed, these two projects 
form a dialectical unity, with aspects 
that are both contradictory and har- 
monious. The natural world forms 
the material basis for production, 
while advancements in productive ca- 
pacity enable advancements in conser- 
vation. China has illustrated this truth 
through practice, using anti-desertifi- 
cation as a measure not only of envi- 
ronmental renewal, but also poverty 
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elimination. In Inner Mongolia, an- 
ti-desertification initiatives have pro- 
vided stable employment and opened 
up new opportunities in sustainable 
development. Since the 13th five-year 
plan of the CPC (2016-2020), the 
government of Inner Mongolia Au- 
tonomous Region has issued inten- 
sive policies to provide direct support 
to local businesses and herdspeople in 
the development of agricultural and 
ecological infrastructure.* 

Our continued existence relies on 
the successes of the eco-socialist proj- 
ect. Reversing the wounds of capital- 
ism will, paradoxically, require inten- 
sive human intervention. Through 
this process, we must remain humble 
stewards of the earth’s needs; we must 
attend to the rhythms of nature and 
respect the nourishing relationship 
between a given soil and its indige- 
nous plant life. The success of our 
efforts will be tested every day, as the 
capitalist world descends further into 
climate chaos. China’s remarkable 
efforts at reversing desertification, 
however, provide a shining example 
of what is possible when the state is 
made subordinate to the needs of the 


people. 


Weaponization of Climate 
Alarm: The U.S. Regime’s Lat- 
est ‘National Security Threat’ 
Comrade Kacheek 


Look up at the sky. Don’t just imag- 
ine it — a deep blue ocean of clouds, 
birds, and the occasional airplane. 
Take a moment to truly gaze up at our 
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sky, observing every small detail. 

Many of you, as of August 2021, 
will notice that what you see does 
not quite match up with your con- 
ception of what our sky-the only sky 
we've ever known-should look like. 
At this moment, the largest forest fire 
in human history blazes in Siberia, 
Russia, encompassing almost 6,000 
square miles.’ Deadly fires rage in Al- 
geria, Greece, Italy, and Turkey. The 
North American West burns, cover- 
ing the rest of the continent’s blue sky 
in a dreary, smoky haze.* 

These wildfires destroy entire com- 
munities, damage volatile ecosystems, 
and worsen public health, especial- 
ly for the unhoused and victims of 
environmental racism. This single 
symptom of climate change is enough 
to elicit fear, anger, and desperation 
throughout the world. By now, com- 
munists across the globe are aware that 
the contradictions of capitalism are 
sharpening rapidly. The bourgeoisie 
will stop at nothing to maintain their 
class power, even if it means pushing 
the world’s ecosystems to the brink. 

Climate change is accelerating, and 
the world’s future is on the line. This 
simple message will win many to our 
cause. But the ruling class will take ad- 
vantage of this urgency as well. They 
are adept at turning our own progres- 
sive causes back against us. (Consider, 
for instance, the liberal attempts to 
co-opt the George Floyd protests).° 
Climate change discourse, in particu- 
lar, is useful to them because the high 
stakes evoke a strong emotional re- 
sponse. The U.S. military has utilized 
this narrative to justify their contin- 
ued expansion. The weaponization of 
climate change and climate alarmism 
is a key element of the ruling class’s 
propaganda strategy going forward. 


A revolutionary podcast on 
history, theory, and critical 
analysis of the world using 
dialectical materialism. 


When the Ruling Class Fights 
Climate Change 


The U.S. imperial strategy of wea- 
ponizing climate alarmism is not 
particularly new. In October 2003, 
the Pentagon published a study on 
climate change and national security, 
hoping to grab the attention of top 
military brass and reach a Congressio- 
nal audience. In this report, research- 
ers imagined a future where the night- 
mares of white supremacist colonial 
overseers come true, thanks to global 
climate-induced chaos.‘ Titled “An 
Abrupt Climate Change Scenario 
and its Implications for United States 
National Security,” Department of 


Defense-sponsored researchers dived 
headfirst into “nightmare scenarios,” 
crafting an apocalyptic vision of im- 
pending climate crisis. This vision 
relies heavily on vicious racist tropes, 
such as violent and “crazed” African 
hordes fighting over the last drops 
of fresh water, then turning towards 
Western borders in search of more. 
The study does nothing to hide its 
true intentions: to conjure up as 
much fear in the white ruling class as 
possible. The writers even added the 
subtitle “Imagining the Unthinkable” 
to the introduction. The rhetoric was 
purposeful — they knew their audi- 
ence well.* 

By 2003, however, the climate 
change movement had hardly begun 
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to spread to the masses — so what was 
the Department of Defense hoping to 
achieve with this tactic? The answer 
lies with the purposeful inclusion 
of racist, colonial tropes — the depic- 
tion of African people as subhuman, 
bound to resort to absolute chaos and 
terror against the West. Europeans 
have used such dehumanizing tactics 
to justify their violent looting of Afri- 
ca since the earliest phase of European 
“exploration.” In this latest instance, 
the narrative paved the way for the 
expansion of the U.S. military’s oper- 
ational apparatus in Africa. 

In 2004, just a few months after the 
release of the report, the organization- 
al framework for the United States 
Africa Command (AFRICOM) be- 
gan to form, led by Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld (most infamous 
for his major role in the Iraq War).° 


After of behind-the-scenes 
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VEGETABLE DIP 


1/2 cup plain yogurt 
80z cream cheese, soft 


1 packet of ranch seasoning 


vegetables of your choice (broccoli, 
peppers, onion, tomatoes, carrots, 
cucumbers, and more) 


Mix together yogurt, cream cheese, and 
ranch seasoning. Stir in bite sized 
vegetables then eat with crackers. 








preparations, AFRICOM was offi- 
cially established in 2008, under the 
guidance of Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates and President George W. Bush.” 
AFRICOM is a highly structured 
military command, organized to co- 
ordinate U.S. imperial projects across 
53 African countries. Officially, AF- 
RICOM was created to “strengthen 
[U.S.] security cooperation with Af- 
rica and create new opportunities to 
bolster the capabilities of our partners 
in Africa. Africa Command will en- 
hance [U.S.] efforts to bring peace and 
security to the people of Africa and 
promote our common goals of devel- 
opment, health, education, democra- 
cy, and economic growth in Africa.”* 
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Despite the usual language of “devel- 
opment” and “democracy,” what we 
find, instead, is that AFRICOM has 
wrought absolute terror upon the peo- 
ple of the entire continent in the name 
of resource extraction and imperial 
superprofit for the West. AFRICOM 
oversaw the illegal bombing of Libya 
and assassination of Revolutionary 
Chairman of the Libyan Arab Repub- 
lic, Muammar Gaddafi, and current- 
ly commands bombing campaigns in 
multiple countries.” AFRICOM ad- 
ministers over 46 U.S. bases through- 
out the continent, with U.S. Special 
Forces troops operating in more than 
a dozen African nations.'° Accord- 
ing to their Mission Statement, “AF- 
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RICOM, with its partners, counters 
transnational threats and malign ac- 
tors, strengthens security forces and 
responds to crises in order to advance 
US. national interests and promote 
regional security, stability and pros- 
petit. 

In addition to AFRICOM, the 
Department of Defense operates 10 
other "unified combat commands": 
CENTCOM (West Asia), SOUTH- 
COM (South America), NORTH- 
COM (North America), INDOPA- 
COM ("Indo-Pacific"), EJROCOM, 
SPACECOM, CYBERCOM, SO- 
COM (Special Ops), STRATCOM 
(Strategic Command, encompassing 
surveillance and intelligence) and 
TRANSCOM (Transportation). The 
purpose of these commands is to coor- 
dinate activities between two or more 
branches of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
within a given geographic or function- 
al context. Each command is headed 
by a general who has been nominat- 
ed by the President and confirmed by 
the Senate. The unified combat com- 
mand system allows the ruling class to 
pursue global military objectives with 
a high level of precision and organiza- 
tion. On the African continent, this 
means ensuring continued plunder 
of natural resources and exploitation 
of African labor, which has been one 
of the major sources of wealth for Eu- 
rope and its settler colonies since the 
era of colonization. In particular, the 
imperialists want to maintain control 
over African oil and mineral resources 
and suppress (Pan)-African revolu- 
tion. 

In the years leading up to the official 
launch of AFRICOM, an internal de- 
bate raged within the halls of the U.S. 
settler-empire’s headquarters. One 
camp of the ruling class argued that 
the U.S. regime should avoid situa- 
tions that could be labeled as having 
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‘the optics of colonialism’ and instead, 
should rely on neo-colonial foreign 
aid to achieve the goal of greater access 
to Africa’s natural resources, markets, 
and labor. The opposing camp, tak- 
ing a more hardline neoconservative 
approach, urged the Empire not to 
shy away from an overt show of force, 
emphasizing the newly launched ‘an- 
ti-terrorism’ global offensive. While 
both camps dreamed of achieving the 
same end goal (ascendant U.S. imperi- 
alism in Africa), the Liberals took the 
“foreign aid” route and the Conser- 
vatives aligned behind the militariza- 
tion and “show of force” strategy.’ 
Amidst this policy battle, Rumsfeld 
and his co-conspirators concocted a 
plan to win over the sheepish liberals 
and ensure a steady stream of Defense 
Budget funds for decades to come: re- 
frame the U.S. military as the first line 
of defense against the coming climate 
change-induced apocalypse. 

In 2007, right before the official 
launch of AFRICOM, two Wash- 
ington think tanks, Center for a New 
American Security (CNAS) and the 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS), published a new report 
on possible “nightmare” scenarios for 
U.S. national security based on the 
impending climate crisis. The CNAS- 
CSIS project predicts that as tempera- 
tures rise, “so too will the violence of 
the poor, especially in Africa.” The 
report goes on to predict that “with 
a rise of 4.7 degrees by 2040, Western 
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governments will have to engage in tri- 
age and decide which of the poor are 
worth saving.” Finally, the report adds 
some “positives” to this impending 
crisis: “war, disease, and population 
control measures might restore an 
environmentally sustainable relation- 
ship between people and nature.”’ 
The Wall Street Journal called CNAS 
the “top farm team” for the Obama 
administration’s national security 
apparatus.'* CNAS Co-Founder, Mi- 
chele Flournoy, served three years as 
Obama’s Under Secretary of Defense 
for Policy and was considered a top 
candidate for Defense Secretary under 
the current Biden administration. 
More than a decade later, the ruling 
class, liberals and conservatives alike, 
have moved into lockstep behind 
their bourgeois-imperialist line. In 
2019, Lieutenant Commander Oli- 
ver-Leighton Barrett of the U.S. Navy 
wrote a brief for The Center for Cli- 
mate and Security titled “Latin Amer- 
ica: Climate Change, Security and the 
Role of Regional Militaries,” urging 
the U.S. and its Latin American cli- 
ent-states to prepare for large-scale 
military involvement across Latin 
America in order to “demonstrate to 
the hemisphere’s increasingly climate 
vulnerable populations that the armed 
forces are being proactive in their 
role of national security guardian.”!° 
AFRICOM and SOUTHCOM get 
the green light to expand their bases, 
their bombing campaigns, and their 
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budget as a means to “fight climate 
change and mitigate its future effects.” 
Billions of dollars are poured into the 
Department of Defense to malign and 
intimidate the People’s Republic of 
China, while the Communist Party of 
China rallies the world in the genuine 
fight against climate change.” Mean- 
while, the U.S. military causes more 
pollution than 140 countries com- 
bined,'* and the U.S. ruling class cyni- 
cally justifies further war (and further 
pollution) with climate alarmism. 
Among these violent escalations of 
USS. imperial aggression, “democrat- 
ic-socialist” figureheads work tirelessly 
to limit the proletariat’s imagination 
for climate change. Their solution is 
“green social democracy,” best rep- 
resented by the Green New Deal. A 
“fix” that relies on a class compromise 
between capital and labor in the impe- 
rialist core, this framing not only lim- 
its our ability to truly uproot climate 
change and the settler institutions be- 
hind it, but actually cements the polit- 
ical phenomenon of “green-washing” 
U.S. imperialism and the military.” 
As communists, we staunchly oppose 
this framing of climate change and 
this red-herring of a “pragmatic solu- 
tion.” While feigning concern over 
US. militarism abroad, this “green 
social democracy,” as outlined by U.S. 
politicians like Bernie Sanders and Al- 
exandria Ocasio-Cortez, still demands 
constant productive growth — envi- 
sioning a future where U.S. “green” 
extractive industries maintain impe- 
rialistic relations to satisfy the West’s 
“green” energy demands. Such an 
economy requires continued value 
extraction from the Global South, in- 
creasing the total value extracted, and 
allowing for more of the stolen funds 
to be given to imperial core workers as 
an appeasement for this class compro- 
mise between capital and labor.” 


In similar fashion, liberal politicians 
are working to create a mass move- 
ment to “put pressure on the Pen- 
tagon” to “green” the U.S. military. 
This liberal bourgeois “movement” 
is designed to present an “optimistic 
and pragmatic” solution to the prob- 
lem of military pollution, focusing its 
sights on “pressuring the Pentagon to 
achieve net zero carbon emissions.””! 
By framing U.S. military pollution as 
simply a technical issue, rather than 
an inherent feature of militarist im- 
perialism, the U.S. regime can redirect 
legitimate anti-imperialist sentiment 
into the sinkhole of toothless reform. 
“Progressive” politicians (such as Eliz- 
abeth Warren)” peddle this pragmatic 
solution, painted with a left aesthet- 
ic, to fool sympathetic liberals. This 
false solution allows for a controlled 
amount of anti-military sentiment 
that can be leveraged into a demand 
for “green” military tech. 

As eco-socialists and communists, it 
is our duty to be on the front line of 
ecological struggle. Our warnings of 
impending climate crisis, which are a 
vital step to agitating mass action, will 
certainly be turned back against us. 
The ruling class is ruthless and desper- 
ate to cling to power. They will use the 
democratic-socialists to sell a softened 
imperialist “alternative” to the work- 
ers of the imperial core. They will ma- 
nipulate climate anguish to shore up 
military dominance.The only tool for 
resisting these crude tricks is genuine 
anti-imperialism and international- 
ism, which will guide us as a beacon in 
the global climate struggle. Our lives 
and the future of our planet — our sky 
— depend on it. 
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The People’s Firefighters 


Comrade Dirac 


For those on the West Coast, wildfire 
season has become routine. Starting 
around June, the fires roll in. Smoke 
blankets a county, then a region, then 
half the continent. The sky turns a 
depressing gray and the air turns tox- 
ic. Like a slow-motion air raid, com- 
munities are destroyed and displaced 
in one county after the other. Entire 
states stay glued to the wildfire track- 
ers, waiting for the call to evacuate. In 
the yearly sacrifice to the gods of cap- 
ital, homes and lives are consigned to 
the flames. 

Wildfires represent a troublesome 
paradox for revolutionary strategists. 
On one hand, class war intensifies 
and becomes the struggle to prevent 
total human extinction. On the oth- 
er hand, class war goes underground. 
The sharpest of social relations - 
cold-blooded murder by fossil capital 
— are submerged, invisibly, into vast 
material processes: the global carbon 
cycle and the interplanetary energy 
cycle. The tangled network of capital- 
ists and imperialists who are tangibly 
responsible for destroying the climate 
are obscured in the immensity of the 
disaster. The apolitical focus on “cli- 
mate science” masks the true agent of 
this catastrophe: the capitalist class, 
and the inherently unsustainable and 
hyper-extractive nature of the capital- 
ist mode of production. 

Nevertheless, the moment is ripe 
for communist intervention. The 
bourgeois state retreats, reserving pro- 
tection and recovery for a privileged 
minority. Armed. with masks, air pu- 
rifiers, food, even construction mate- 
rials, communists join (and lead) the 
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struggle against death and misery. 
When the proletariat achieves class 
consciousness, we seize power as a ba- 
sic survival measure. Conversely, class 
consciousness arises out the idea that 
revolution is necessary. Climate apoc- 
alypse is an urgent testament to this 
necessity. The rich will let the poor 
suffer, escape to high ground, flee to 
space. They will let the earth die. Rev- 


olution is the only answer. 
Red Aid 


Communists must be the vanguard 
of the struggle for climate justice. This 
status is not immediately granted; it 
is earned through practical victories. 
Communists, organized in a party for- 
mation, must show themselves to be 
the most effective and organized force 
struggling for liberation. After an in- 
tense and sustained struggle, the mass- 
es will begin to support the party and 
embrace it as representative. Howev- 
er, before this struggle has begun in 
earnest, Party cadre must embed with 
the masses. This can be done through 
Red Aid: the provision of material aid 
to the most oppressed strata of pro- 
letarians, as a means of building dual 
power. 

Red Aid bridges the Party and the 
masses. Red Aid is a process of com- 
munity building that highlights the 
Party’s foremost goal to always serve 
the people. Red Aid brings the Party 
closer to the masses, showing that the 
cadre’s foremost goal is the survival of 
the people. It also brings the masses 
closer to the party. Members of the 
community will begin to find strength 
in each other and begin to understand 
that their oppression is created by the 
capitalist system. Red Aid stations 
not only provide immediate material 
support, but also a space for people 
to inform cadre members about their 
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material conditions and seek extended 
long term support. They chat with 
cadre about the causes of exploita- 
tion and come to believe that a better 
world is possible. 

By investigating the material 
conditions of the masses, learning of 
and participating in their struggles on 
a local basis, the party prepares the 
ground for an offensive. The course 
of the struggle is not yet known. It 
will emerge through the dialectical 
relationship of theory and practice. 
Nevertheless, we can still make pre- 
dictions. Here we will sketch a broad 
outline for a course of struggle, to be 
considered and developed. 


A Program for Wild fire 
Response 


Indigenous Land Stewardship 


The settler empire derives power 
from its land-base. Settler colonialism 
is premised upon the conversion of 
Indigenous land into private proper- 
ty. Previous, less destructive modes of 
production are replaced by hyper-ex- 
tractive capitalism. In the North 
American context, many Indigenous 
nations have preserved some elements 
of the land relations practiced before 
colonialism. These relations entail 
a stewarding relationship, involving 
both conservation and intervention. 
The stewards nourish the land as an 
act of kinship, inheriting a role that 
has been passed down from the cre- 
ation. Many nations along the West 
Coast practice wildfire management 
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as a part of this stewardship. In the 
words of the Amah Mutsun Tribal 
Band (whose ancestral lands lie be- 
tween Monterey Bay and the Central 
Valley in California): 


To most effectively manage their land- 
scapes, the Mutsun were given fire 
upon their creation, and learned to 
use fire at specific intervals and in spe- 
cific ways such that it became a force 
of renewal — of nourishment — rather 
than a destructive force. In this way, 
our ancestors helped seeds to germi- 
nate and create new shoots, preferen- 
tial food of deer, elk, antelope, rabbits 
and other animals. The fire-cleansed 
land allowed better hunting for our 
condor, eagle, hawk relatives. Burning 
also prevented the accumulation of 
brush and other fuels which, as we see 
today, build up and cause catastrophic 
fires that destroy habitat, homes and 
property, and diminish productivity.’ 


Some local governments have con- 
ceded to Indigenous wisdom, inviting 
Indigenous nations to collaborate on 
fire management policy. For example, 
in 2013, nations of the western Klam- 
ath Mountains formed a coalition 
with the U.S. Forest Service and other 
stakeholders in order to guide the re- 
gion’s response to wildfires.* Scien- 
tists and public officials are increasing 
taking note of “traditional ecological 
knowledge” as a viable tool in forest 
management.° 

Wider acceptance of Indigenous eco- 
logical knowledge is encouraging, but 
it does little to mitigate the core con- 
tradictions of settler-colonialism. As 
long as the settler state remains intact, 


1.Amah Mutsun Tribal Band, “Culture,” http://amahmutsun.org/culture. 

2. Western Klamath Restoration Partnership, “Who We Are,” https://www.wkrp.network/. 

3. See, e.g., Rob Jordan, Stanford News, “Native approaches to fire management could revitalize communities, 
Stan- ford researchers find,” Aug. 27, 2019, https://news.stanford.edu/2019/08/27/traditional-fire-manage- 
ment-help-revitalize-american-indian-cultures/; see also, Tony Marks-Block et al., “Effects of understory fire man- 
agement treatments on California Hazelnut, an ecocultural resource of the Karuk and Yurok Indians in the Pacific 
Northwest,” Forest Ecology and Management, vol. 450 (2019), https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foreco.2019.117517. 


4. Ibid. 
5. Ibid. 


Issue No. 4 


no quantity of state-controlled burns 
can stop wildfires at their root. They 
are a product of unchecked land spec- 
ulation and general capitalist reckless- 
ness. Only with the destruction of the 
settler state and the reestablishment of 
Indigenous sovereignty can a genuine 
fire management program be fulfilled. 
The revolutionary party must center 
decolonization in its program and fol- 
low the lead of Indigenous cadre and 
Indigenous-led coalition partners. 


Sustainable Housing 


One of the leading causes of wild- 
fires - in terms of both prevalence 
and deadliness — is the anti-ecological 
pattern of housing development un- 
der capitalism. The dynamics of cap- 
ital circulation pushes housing capital 
into the forests and grasslands — the 
previously undeveloped areas known 
as the “wildland-urban interface.” As 
reported by Politico, 


Overall, more houses are being built in 
unoccupied land abutting forests and 
woodlands . . . to accommodate the 
growing population. About 46 mil- 
lion homes are located in these areas, 
which is growing at a pace of 2 million 
acres per year, according to the U.S. 
Fire Administration. That housing 
boom represents a 49.4 percent in- 
crease from 30.8 million in 1990. That 
has put people and property at greater 
risk while boosting wildfire probabili- 
ty: Humans start 87 percent of them, 
according to the National Interagency 
Fire Center.* 


Sprawl proceeds accordingly as peo- 
ple are forced out of city centers and 
into newer, cheaper housing. With 
industrial capacity fleeing U.S. cities, 
real estate is left to “dominate contem- 
porary urban planning.”> Industrial 
firms no longer need to house their 
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workers in the urban center, remov- 
ing one of the historical downward 
pressures on land prices. City gov- 
ernments, on the other hand, exert 
an upward pressure on land prices, 
seeking greater profits from property 
taxes.° Finally, real estate speculators 
run rampant. In Neil Smith’s formu- 
lation, 


Real estate speculators choose to 
invest in a particular location be- 
cause they identify a gap between 
the rents that land currently of- 
fers and the potential future rents 
it might command if some action 
were taken, such as evicting long- 
term tenants, renovating neglected 
or unstylish properties, or demol- 
ishing and reconstructing build- 
ings.” 


These dynamics do not entail a uni- 
versal rise in land prices, as evidenced 
by the decline of numerous Rust Belt 
cities. However, gentrification means 
a continual churn of migration and 
displacement, resulting in a skyrock- 
eting unhoused population. 

Sprawl cannot be tackled without 
control over real estate capital, which 
in turn would require control over the 
state. In the short term, communists 
can advocate for sustainable and af- 
fordable housing. By pointing out the 
constellation of disasters caused by 
private housing development, com- 
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munists can tie together the struggle 
for housing with those against envi- 
ronmental racism and wildfires. We 
can link our post-revolutionary goals 
with the immediate work of meeting 
the material needs of tenants, in par- 
ticular, currently unhoused people. 


Community Control Over 
Energy Production 


In California, the political economy 
of wildfires takes on its own unique di- 
mensions. The privately-owned state 
utility, known as Pacific Gas & Elec- 
tric (PG&E), has caused a string of 
wildfires and other disasters through 
a course of criminal negligence. Here 
is an accounting from only the last 15 
years: 


* In 2008, a PG&E gas line in the 
suburbs of Sacramento explod- 
ed, destroying houses and. kill- 
ing one person. The California 
Public Utilities Commission 
(CPUC) fined the company $38 
million.’ 

* In 2010, a PG&E gas line in 
the suburbs of San Francis- 
co exploded, causing tremors 
equivalent to a 1.1-magnitude 
earthquake. The blast killed five 
people and destroyed almost 
100 homes. The incident result- 
ed in six felony convictions and 
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10. Rachel Swan, SF Gate, June 9, 2017, “PG&E to pay $1.6 million to settle suit over Carmel blast,” https://www. 
sfgate.com/bayarea/article/PG-E-to-pay-1-6-million-to-settle-suit-over-11209644.php. 
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$1.6 billion in penalties.’ 

* In 2014, a PG&E gas line in 
Carmel exploded, destroying 
a vacant cottage. CPUC fined 
PG&E just over $37 million.’ 

° In 2015, a pine tree hit a PG&E 
electrical line. The resulting 
Butte Fire raged across almost 
71,000 acres of Amador Coun- 
ty. It killed two people and de- 
stroyed 475 residences. 

* In 2017, PG&E equipment 
failures sparked at least twelve 
separate fires in Northern Cal- 
ifornia, from Napa County to 
Butte County. In total, wild- 
fires in that area burned over 
245,000 acres, destroyed 8,900 
buildings, and killed 44 people. 

° In 2018, a spark from a PG&E 
transmission line ignited a blaze 
that would destroy over 18,000 
buildings, kill 84 people, and all 
but annihilate the 26,000-per- 
son town of Paradise. PG&E 
pled guilty to causing the so- 
called Camp Fire, and the result- 
ing penalties forced it into bank- 
ruptcy.”’ The penalties resulting 
from the Camp and Butte Fires, 
along with the 2017 Tubbs Fire, 
amount to $13.5 billion. These 
assets will be paid out to victims 
via a trust that was approved as a 
part of the bankruptcy restruc- 
turing plan.” 


As an investor-owned utility com- 
pany, PG&E is committed to raising 
profits like any other corporation. But 
the company can only realize prof- 
it through cost-cutting, since state 
regulations over utility rates keep its 
income relatively fixed. In the years 
2008-2012, the utility diverted $100 
million away from “gas safety and op- 
erations” towards shareholder payouts 
and executive bonuses.’ At times the 
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company functions as simply a slush 
fund. Between 2012 and 2017, PG&E 
paid out $17 million in executive bo- 
nuses.'* When it filed for bankruptcy 
in 2019, the company requested to re- 
serve $235 million for bonuses.!° 

In the wake of this latest bankrupt- 
cy, activists and legislators, have called 
for public ownership of the utility.’ 
In the end, PG&E exited bankrupt- 
cy with its profit structure in place. 
The state legislature even passed a soft 
bailout, granting PG&E a portion of 


its “wildfire fund” as an ostensible re- 
ward for restructuring.” 

The deadly farce of PG&E is con- 
temporary proof of Rosa Luxem- 
bourg’s famous warning: socialism 
or barbarism. It demonstrates the 
willingness of the capitalists to burn 
California to the ground to maintain 
their profit margin. Communists in 
California should center this in our 
propaganda. Class consciousness is 
notoriously elusive; workers can mis- 
understand the class nature of wild- 


14, Gretchen Morgenson, NBC News, Dec. 17, 2019, “Pacific Gas & Electric execs got big bonuses for meeting 
safety goals,” https://www.nbcnews.com/business/corporations/pacific-gas-electric-execs-got-big-bonuses-meet- 
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for-2019-despite-wildfire-linked-bankruptcy/. 

16. Judy Lin, Cal Matters, Feb. 5, 2020, “What happens if California takes over PG&E?,” https://calmatters.org/ 
politics/2020/02/what-happens-if-california-takes-over-pge/. 

17. Alexandra Scaggs, Barron’s, June 22, 2020, “PG&E Is Emerging From Bankruptcy After Its Financing Plan 
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Red Aid tables. 

19. Lucas Burdick, Resilience, “After the Flood: Lessons from Occupy Sandy,” Sept. 29, 2017, https://www. 
resilience.org/stories/2017-09-29/after-the-flood/. 


fires and turn to conspiracy theories 
to explain their circumstances.'* But 
PG&E executives make an obvious 
enemy. They cut costs, and people 
died. Communists can engage with 
the public about PG&E and use it as a 
platform to explore the root causes of 
climate crisis. 


Community Service Corps 


In the wake of natural disasters, com- 
munities tend to support themselves. 
After Hurricane Sandy, hundreds of 
people turned out to provide direct 
aid, reconstruction tools, and medical 
services for those who couldn’t evac- 
uate.” These aid networks comprise 
both self-professed revolutionaries 
and normal, working people acting 
in community. Neighbors offer each 
other spare beds, home-cooked meals, 
and. childcare. During the pandem- 
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ic, homeowners placed teddy bears 
in their windows, creating a sponta- 
neous, distributed scavenger hunt for 
children.” Despite the intense atom- 
ization of the neoliberal era, natural 
disasters produce poignant examples 
of social cooperation and communal 
caretaking. 

In the various regions affected by 
wildfires, communists should set up 
Community Service Corps (CSCs). 
These will be Red Aid networks on 
a professional scale.** A CSC should 
have a full-scale production process 
for acquiring, packaging, and distrib- 
uting aid. It should have an outreach 
department which canvasses neigh- 
borhoods in order to offer services. It 
should pull in as many volunteers as 
possible, in particular those with tech- 
nical skills to contribute. 

CSCs will be the soldiers on the front 
line of aid and community resilience. 
In fact, under socialism the people’s 
armed forces typically take up the role 
of CSC. In Vietnam under COVID, 
the army distributes goods to families 
who are sheltering at home.” In Chi- 
na, the People’s Liberation Army con- 
tributes frontline defense against nat- 
ural disasters.** In the settler-colonial 
United States, the prevalence of fascist 
violence will eventually require CSCs 
to take up arms themselves. This pro- 
cess is described below. 
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be AID, EXPANDING OUR PROGRAMS, AND 


Demands 

The revolution will not succeed 
without the vast majority of workers 
supporting the struggle. The revolu- 
tionary party must therefore begin 
by advancing popular demands. The 
masses will support a struggle for their 
own liberation, and the uplift of their 
own material conditions. As the Par- 
ty gains the trust and support of the 
masses, communism, once feared, be- 
comes a viable alternative to their con- 
tinued oppression. 

As described above, Red Aid fulfills 
this purpose. It immediately addresses 
the material conditions of the masses, 
showing that this is the foremost con- 
cern of the communist movement. 
The expanded, professionalized Red 
Aid program will take place within a 
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formally independent institution so as 
to avoid alienating the masses. Com- 
munity Service Corps will play this 
role. 


CSCs must take up the struggle 
against wildfires with revolutionary 
zeal. The extraordinary scale of the di- 
saster will allow the party to mobilize 
a vast number of people. In so doing, 
the party must conduct robust politi- 
cal education to expose the root causes 
of wildfires and eliminate conspirato- 
rial thinking. 

As they grow into a formidable 
force against hunger and houseless- 
ness, CSCs will threaten the pow- 
er of reactionary forces and thereby 
provoke a violent response. Disaster 
response, despite its obvious virtues, 
becomes a target for reactionary vio- 
lence. In September 2020, during the 
last round of historic Oregon wild- 
fires, right-wing vigilantes set up mul- 
tiple armed checkpoints along evacu- 
ation routes out of Portland.™ In the 
wake of Hurricane Harvey, an armed 
band of Proud Boys went out on “an- 
ti-looting” patrol.” Reactionaries are 
motivated by cowardice rather than 
courage and will be easily deterred by 
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armed communists. CSCs must pre- 
pare, from their earliest days, the secu- 
rity infrastructure needed to support 
armed self-defense. 

The function of armed self-defense 
grow over time as the contradictions 
sharpen. Members of colonized na- 
tions will be threatened by armed 
reactionaries. The CSCs can now in- 
tervene on behalf of the Black libera- 
tion and decolonial struggle, giving a 
particularized character to the gener- 
al struggle for working-class survival. 
The approach will vary according to 
the region. In majority-Black urban 
areas, or farm-working communities 
consisting of Mexican and Central 
American immigrants, the CSC and 
the party can wage an explicit struggle 
for national liberation against white 
supremacy. The struggle for national 
liberation forms a fundamental part 
of the struggle against capitalism, 
but recognizing that fact in practice 
requires white people to acknowl- 
edge their positions as beneficiaries of 
imperialism. When this is achieved, 
unity can be built on the basis of com- 
mon struggle against fascist terrorism 
and ecological crisis. 

From the CSC’s founding, leader- 
ship must aim to politicize their work 
by educating the volunteers on the 
foundations of the crisis. This pro- 
paganda must emphasize at all stages 
the fundamental antagonism between 
capitalist development and ecology. 
After sufficient exposure to the ex- 
treme problems, the masses will ask 
for solutions. 

As larger quantities of the masses 
are drawn into the struggle for surviv- 
al, the revolutionary party will begin 
to advance more radical demands. 
Community control over energy pro- 
duction, and community production 
of sustainable housing, cannot occur 
without proletarian control of the 
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state apparatuses. Still, these are not 
utopian demands. Local commu- 
nities can begin to experiment with 
solar generators and power networks 
attached to battery farms. CSCs can 
construct modest housing develop- 
ments — useful to replace encamp- 
ments for displaced and unhoused 
populations — as long as they have ac- 
cess to some basic technical skills and 
a liberated Home Depot. These kinds 
of measures make a powerful con- 
nection between the present day and 
the post-revolutionary society, show- 
ing the masses a clear path from the 
present towards a better future under 
communism. 


From the Local to the Global 


To commit to the struggle, the 
masses must be convinced that they 
can win. This means seeing a program 
to end carbon emissions, not just mit- 
igate their effects. 

There is an impossible paradox here. 
In most organizing contexts, there is a 
finite bargaining unit. All employees 
working under a firm, or all tenants 
who rent from the same management 
company, can unite and compel ac- 
tion by threatening to strike. With 
climate change, there is only one bar- 
gaining unit, which consists of the 
global proletariat. Organizing on that 
scale is impossible without the fall of 
the U.S. settler empire. 

Our program will therefore have 
to be partial. Whereas the Bolsheviks 
achieved their maximum program - 
withdrawal from the Great War, land 
reform, and food security — shortly 
after the revolution, we are forced to 
present an unrealizable maximum 
program. The program can and must 
be realized eventually, but how exactly 
the fundamental obstacle of U.S. Em- 
pire will be surmounted will depend 
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on how international conditions un- 
fold. 

Workers will need to sacrifice and 
build without knowing whether their 
efforts are in vain. This represents a 
thorny political situation. When the 
post-revolutionary government bans 
gas-powered vehicles, workers may 
not perceive an immediate benefit. It 
is the role of the revolutionary party 
to patiently guide the masses through 
this transition, to explain why our very 
survival depends on such measures. 

After exposing the universal rot 
in capitalist society, we teach the mass- 
es that to live outside capitalism is to 
live ecologically — to live in harmony 
with our dialectical connection to na- 
ture. Ecological living is grounded in 
material reality: it entails strong com- 
munity and kinship, a lack of violence, 
fulfillment of creative potential, and 
rigorous feminist practice. However, 
it is not limited to material reality. 
We live ecologically not because it al- 
lows us to grow more wheat or build 
railways more efficiently. Rather, we 
know that to do otherwise would be 
to forsake our humanity and capitu- 
late to capitalist values. Guiding the 
masses to an eco-socialist ethic will 
require forms of education, cultural 
work, and social practice that are more 
robust than in any previous socialist 
revolution. The situation demands it. 
We cannot afford anything less. 


